


West Circular Walk - Walk 1

Hungerford Town Hall via Freeman’s Marsh circular route.
Distance - Approx 2 % miles

Suitability - A pleasant gentle walk suitable for children, may be
muddy in places, lots of benches for resting.

Starting at the Town Hall, walk down the High Street, under
the Railway Bridge, and continue past the zebra crossing. Just
before the bridge, bear left down towards the Kennet and
Avon Canal. Turn left to walk along the towpath (and we're
sure the resident duck population would appreciate your
feeding them as you pass!) Don'’t overlook the information
board showing the canal side as it was when originally a
working wharf.

Continue along the towpath, past the lock, until you reach the
crossroads. There’s a dog poo bin here if needed!

St. Lawrence’s Church is on your left. Dating from 1816, it is
kept open and is well worth a visit now or on your return, if
only to look at the stained glass windows.

Turn right and walk over the swing bridge across the canal
and continue on the footpath through the gate, entering onto
Hungerford Marsh. Continue over the little bridge across the
River Dun, through the gate and bear left. Follow the path
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The path takes you alongside the River Dun, a tributary
of the River Kennet. Freeman’s Marsh is an SSSI (Site

As you walk along the towpath, the spire of St.
Lawrence’s will be visible in the distance. When
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meadowlands, marsh and reed beds. It is an important
site for overwintering migratory and breeding birds

continuing along the towpath, you may like to walk
through the churchyard along the gravel path on the
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southern England.

Follow the path along the side of the river, perhaps
spending a few minutes on the newly-erected bench
to enjoy the scenery! When you come to a clump of
trees, you will see to your right a number of buildings

leads to an unusual and rare ‘clapper gate’ that has to
be pushed down before climbing over it. On the other
side of the gate is Parsonage Lane.

Turn left and walk past the iron church gate to reach
The Croft. This is a registered village green owned by

DQG JR WKURXJK RQH IXUWKHU JDWH ZKHUH }RX LW HQG RRXUHMHOIRX ZLOO 4QG D QHe WbkiHand &Bnbr Brid@epifor the recreational use

on Freeman’s Marsh. The Marsh is private land open to the
public and is owned and managed by the Town and Manor of

needed. Look left and locate the small bridge and make
your way over to it.
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about the local wildlife.

During the nesting season (beginning of March to the end of
July) please keep your dog on a lead in this part of the walk, in
case nesting birds are disturbed.

East Circular Walk - Walk 2

Hungerford Town Hall via Dun Mill circular route
Distance - Approx 2 % miles

Suitability - A pleasant gentle walk suitable for children, may be
muddy in places, lots of benches for resting.

Starting at the Town Hall, cross over the High Street at the
pedestrian crossing and turn right, walk for a few yards then
turn left up Park Street.

Follow Park Street to the top, where you will reach the cattle aﬂq P
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displays in the summer) on your right. Please note Park Street
is a little steep and the pavement disappears for a short while,
so do be careful.

The cattle grid is the crossing onto Hungerford Common. The
common is owned and managed by the Town and Manor of

At the lock, cross over the swing bridge and turn left,
going down the hill and joining the towpath. As you go
through the gate, you are leaving Town and Manor land
and are back on the towpath.

of the residents of the town. See the notice board on
your right for further information.

Continue along the leafy archway of trees, leaving The
Croft via a paved lane that will bring you back onto
Hungerford High Street. If you turn right, you will see
the Railway Bridge in front of you and the Town Hall
just behind that, so that you are back at the starting
point.
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well-used track that you should follow, going downward
slightly towards the railway line, continue following it
for the length of this part of the walk. There are lots of
benches, laid out at convenient spots for resting along
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its residents. (There is a dog waste dustbin on the right hand
side just past the cattle grid, at the far end of the car parking
area.)

The Common (full name is Common Port Down) lies to the
east of the town. The earliest mention of Hungerford Common
or Port Down was in Henry VIII's reign, when it was recorded
as being only 50 acres. By 1573 it had grown to 140 acres and
then under the Enclosure Acts of 1819 it grew again. By 1908,
when it was vested in the Charity Commissioners, it was 192
acres.

The Common has been used over the years for a wide variety

The Town and Manor respectfully ask that you take
any rubbish with you as there are no dustbins on the
Common in light of the presence of the cattle for much
of the year. (Cows and plastic don’t mix well!)

concrete sockets on the roadway). In addition to the
large aperture for the 2-pounder, the small Bren Gun
chamber is visible. Follow the road around the corner
(be careful, as it is quite narrow on a blind bend). As
you come around the corner you will see the Kennet
and Avon Canal on your left and a path leading down
to it.

Make your way onto the canal path and follow this
back into Hungerford. Keep your eye out for some
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this point, you meet a road that forks right to Kintbury
and curves round left towards Dun Mill. If you follow
the road round to your left you will see some old
pillboxes on your left. The anti-tank gun emplacement
and accompanying pillbox were designed to mount

a 2-pounder anti-tank gun that could be transported
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1821 and 1827, major army manoeuvres in 1872, many rural
sports and jubilee events, an army camp in the 1st World War,
a golf course and steam fairs! To the left of the road, there is a
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also additional defensive provisions here that have
been removed, including large square concrete road
blocks, and a “hedgehog” (vertical rails plugged into

benches where you can rest along the canal towpath.
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As you reach the road bridge, you can either turn

left and walk into the town or walk under the road

bridge and then turn left (if you have any crusts left

from sandwiches, the ducks who reside in this area,
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refreshments.
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